
UK BURNEY SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

2.00 pm Saturday 7th October 2017 

Notre Dame University, 1 Suffolk Street, London  

(SW17 4HG, next to the National Gallery, Trafalgar Square) 

 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present: Miriam Al Jamil (Chair); Deborah Jones (Treasurer); Gillian Skinner & Trudie 

Messent (Committee members); Michael Burney-Cummings; Elizabeth Burney Parker; Roger 

Massie; Gordon Bates; Daniel Waterfield.  

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Deborah Jones reported that there were 11 apologies for absence.    

Apologies for absence were received from Sophie Coulombeau; Francesca Saggini; 

Cassie Ulph; Tim Ambrose; Christine Bean; Helen Cooper; Tony Davenport, Karin 

Fernald; Zandra O’Donnell; Christine Rees; Jill Webster. 

This year the AGM clashed with the Jane Austen Society and the Johnson Society 

Committee meetings. 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting (1st October 2016) 

The Minutes were agreed as correct and signed by the Chair. 

Proposed: Michael Burney-Cummings Seconded: Deborah Jones 

 

3. Matters arising 

• Miriam has taken on the role of Chair following the resignation of Linda Bree.  

• Deborah Jones mentioned that a few members request a print copy of the 

newsletter in addition to the pdf which is emailed out to members. The Burney 

Letter is emailed to members and a printed copy also posted out. The printer told 

Deborah that to print only a few copies of the newsletter was very expensive per 

copy.  Trudie offered to print the required number of newsletters for Deborah to 

send to members who request a printed copy.   

• Arising under 8.  Roger Massie raised point that the 2018 Conference was no 

longer to be held at Chawton House, replaced by a Symposium at Dr Johnson 

house.  Miriam asked for this to be dealt with under point 8 below which was 

agreed. 

Actions agreed:   

➢ Trudie will print copies of Autumn 2017 Newsletter and post to Deborah Jones 

for circulation to members who request a print copy 

➢ Deborah to update Trudie on number of printed copies required.  

 

4. Chair’s Report 2016-2017 (attached to Minutes).  

Report written and read by Miriam Al Jamil as acting Chair.  

Miriam highlighted the importance of connections. She pointed out that it is a small 

Society and everyone is very committed. Members are widely spread throughout the 

country but are trying hard to keep the Society growing and developing. This AGM will 

discuss new ideas and hope it is a new start. 

A pdf version of this report will be uploaded to the Burney Society UK website 

 



5. Treasurer’s Report 2016 – 2017 (attached to Minutes)  

Deborah Jones presented the accounts, accompanied by handout ‘Burney Society 

Accounts 13 June 2016 – 12 June 2017’. The account shows a balance of £4264.16.  

Recent bill of 234 off final total for printing but other monies are coming in, including 

Membership fees.  

 

• Credit of £147.57 ($200 contribution BSNA) was queried and Deborah Jones 

explained that this was the North American Burney Society contribution to the 

£300 Hester Davenport Fellowship at Chawton House Library. Chawton House 

Library have declared a moratorium on Fellowships for the next few years due 

to recent changes to their funding.  

• Deborah Jones noted that the Durham Conference accounts balanced and the 

Brighton Trip accounts virtually balanced with £1 in credit. 

 

The accounts were approved. Proposed: Trudie Messent Seconded: Gillian Skinner 

 

A copy of the financial report is available to members on request. Please email 

burneysocietyuk@gmail.com   

 

Discussion arising from Financial Statement:  

 

• Michael Burney-Cummings queried the expense of hiring a large room for the 

AGM and Miriam requested ideas on alternative venues. Suggestions for venues 

to consider included a smaller room at this venue, the Royal Society of Art, the 

National Gallery or Dr Johnson’s House.  Point made that it needed to be central 

and easily accessible.  

 Action: Deborah will investigate alternative venues. 

• Miriam noted that this year there is no main fundraising project 

• Deborah suggested that as the account balance was healthy there was no need to 

raise Membership fees this year. Agreed. 

• Michael Burney-Cummings suggested that as the Society had a healthy balance 

we could provide bursaries to support Burney studies. This was well received 

and Miriam suggested that this funding should relate to Hester Davenport, with 

independent researchers as well as postgraduate students eligible. Miriam asked 

Gillian Skinner for advice on Bursary process and whether she was willing to 

prepare a Bursary Application template. Discussed that this should include the 

condition that the successful applicant should produce a paper, which could be 

the basis of a lecture at the AGM. 

Proposed: Michael Burney-Cummings. Seconded: Deborah Jones. 

 

Actions agreed:  

➢ Gillian Skinner to produce a template for Bursary Applications 

➢ Deborah Jones to advise on suitable sum to set aside for Bursary   

   

 

 

6. Election of officers and committee: 

 

• Chair: Miriam Al Jamil 

Seconded Gillian, Proposed Debbie.  Unanimously Agreed. 

 

mailto:burneysocietyuk@gmail.com


Ratification of Peter Sabor as Honorary President and other Committee members, as 

detailed below, were unanimously agreed.  

• Honorary President: Peter Sabor 

• Membership Secretary and Treasurer: Deborah Jones 

• Newsletter, Communications and Minutes Secretary: Trudie Messent 

• Website Editor: Sophie Coulombeau 

• Committee members: Francesca Saggini, Gillian Skinner, 

Cassie Ulph. 

• Resignations from Committee: Linda Bree, Margaret Tarplee 

• Appointment of new committee members. Miriam requested suggestions for new 

Committee members or members who would be willing to offer occasional 

assistance.  

 

 

7. Symposium 2018 

Miriam introduced the Burney Symposium 2018 explaining that this was to replace the 

2018 Conference, due to be held at Chawton House Library. Michael Burney-Cummings 

asked why it was no longer to be held at Chawton House Library and Miriam explained 

that they had cancelled our booking as they have placed a moratorium on all but a few 

conferences for the next few years. 

  

Miriam referred to copies of the Symposium flyer which had been distributed at the 

AGM.  This was produced by Trudie Messent following a planning meeting with 

Miriam Al Jamil and Celine Luppo McDaid, Curator, at Dr Johnson’s House, on Friday 

22 September, with minor amendments in discussion with Miriam and Celine, to 

highlight the role of Dr Johnson.  Feedback on the flyer was positive but that the print on 

the smallest copies of was too small and Miriam suggested the flyers should be printed 

at A5 size. Copies have been sent to the Burney Society North America for distribution 

in a conference pack. Trudie said they will also be uploaded to the Burney Society UK 

website. 

 

Miriam provided further details about the Symposium including:  

• 40-person capacity of Symposium venue room at Dr Johnson’s House, attic room 

used by Dr Johnson to compile his dictionary 

• Venue provided at reduced rates by Celine in recognition of Dr Johnson content. 

Tickets will be £25 to include lunch, refreshments and reception  

• Full programme and booking arrangements will be posted on Burney UK 

website and in Spring Newsletter in early 2018. Booking will be via Eventbrite 

• Speakers include Committee members Gillian Skinner, Cassie Ulph, Sophie 

Coulombeau, Francesca Saggini. Kate Chisholm, who is a member of both 

Burney and Johnson Societies, has also agreed to give a paper 

• Peter Sabor, our Honorary President, has agreed to give the Keynote Paper 

• The Symposium will end with a wine reception and ‘round-table’ discussion 

 

Actions agreed: 

➢ Trudie Messent will upload information on 2018 Symposium onto Burney Society 

UK website, to be updated with full programme and booking arrangements in early 

2018 

➢ Miriam Al Jamil will contact speakers and finalise Symposium programme by end 

2017 



➢ Miriam Al Jamil and Trudie Messent will consult with Celine Luppo McDaid & 

local caterers to finalise Symposium arrangements.  

  

 

8. Conference 2019 

Cassie Ulph has volunteered to organise the 2019 Conference in Lincoln. Miriam read 

out the 2019 Conference information provided by Cassie Ulph. This information has 

been attached as Appendix 1 at the end of these minutes.  

 

Discussion: 

• It was suggested that Conference arrangements could include a group trip to 

view the Lincoln Magna Carta and Forest Charter manuscripts. Michael Burney-

Cummings suggested it might be preferable for participants to make their own 

arrangements on the basis that the less complications the better. 

• Deborah Jones pointed out that Lincoln streets could be quite steep but Miriam 

noted that Cassie had said that the route between the proposed residence and the 

lecture hall was flat. 

• Elizabeth Burney Parker asked if a Conference theme had been considered. 

Miriam replied that Francesca Saggini had suggested something along the lines 

of ‘mainstream and margins’. 

 

Action agreed: 

➢ Authorise Cassie Ulph to go ahead with 2019 Lincoln Conference arrangements.  

 

9. AOB and date of next AGM 

 

Date of next AGM – Saturday 6 October 2018. 

There was some discussion as to whether it was advisable to consider meeting date of 

Austen Society and Dr Johnson Society before finalizing date of our 2018 AGM but 

Michael Burney-Cummings pointed out that it was important to commit to a date now, 

as suitable venues book up in advance. It was agreed to stay with the first Saturday in 

October which, in 2018, is Saturday 6 October. 

  

Action agreed: 

➢ Deborah Jones will investigate alternative venues for this date and consult with 

Committee members before booking a venue.  

 

AOB 

 

- Elizabeth Burney Parker questioned the focus of the Burney Society on Frances 

Burney rather than other members of the Burney family. Elizabeth would like to see 

more inclusion of other members of the family, suggesting Dr Charles Burney, father 

of Frances, as a suitable focus. Elisabeth mentioned that she was a descendent of 

Charles Burney Junior (1757-1817) who ran a school in Greenwich. 

Trudie Messent noted that the Autumn 2017 Newsletter included an account of a talk 

by Lorna Clark at the Bodleian Libraries. This talk focussed on three generations of 

Burney family members and their creativity. This article was accompanied by details 

of a book Lorna has edited on Burney juvenilia.  

It was suggested that the website should include more on other of the Burney family 

members. Trudie pointed out that the Burney Society UK website included a 

‘Biographies’ page with links to information about other members of the Burney  



Family. Trudie Messent said she would consider how this page could be expanded. 

 

Gillian Skinner mentioned that Sophie Coulombeau is editing an issue of the journal 

Eighteenth-Century Life which includes articles on other members of the Burney 

family (due out in April 2018). Miriam mentioned that Philip Olleson gave a talk on 

"the Musical World of Susan Burney" at the 2013 AGM. Deborah Jones mentioned 

that she had given a talk on the Burney family, suitable for a general audience, 

which she was willing to repeat for suitable groups. Deborah also mentioned an 

excellent talk on Esther Sleepe's fanmaking given by Amy Erickson at the Cardiff 

conference. Michael Burney-Cummings suggested that Edward Francesco Burney 

could also be included. Miriam said it was a good thing to bring all these things 

together, academics and those working on the Burneys generally. It was agreed that 

Dr Charles Burney was one person who could be considered central. Partly with Dr 

Johnson which is one reason to reach out to the Johnson Society. Miriam also 

pointed out that at the 2018 Symposium Sophie Coulombeau’s paper will be on Mrs. 

Thrale. 

 

- Michael Burney-Cummings raised the issue of publicizing the Society. He wondered 

if it was possible to have a link to our society website on the Chawton House Library 

(CHL) website and the Jane Austen Society website. Trudie Messent said she would 

query whether this was possible at CHL. Deborah Jones will speak to the Jane 

Austen House in Bath.  

   

- Michael Burney-Cummings suggested that we distribute Burney Society UK leaflets 

at Chawton House Library and the Jane Austen centre in Bath. Deborah Jones said 

both these locations were already supplied with leaflets. She will check there are 

sufficient leaflets at the Jane Austen centre, Bath and Trudie Messent will check 

provision at CHL.  

 

 

- Michael Burney-Cummings mentioned that the website, www. archive.org, had 

Burney related digital information, for example Dobson’s book on Fanny Burney. It 

was suggested that this information should be included in the next Newsletter.  

 

- Trudie Messent mentioned that she is planning to establish a digital archive of past 

Burney Society materials, starting with back numbers of the North American Burney 

Society publication ‘Burney Letter’. Deborah Jones has brought some older copies to 

lend to Trudie to start the process and Miriam suggested that Helen Cooper and the 

Tredegars also have some documents. Deborah Jones suggested that we put an 

appeal in the next newsletter for any old information. Michael Burney-Cummings 

suggested that many of the past numbers of printed materials will already be 

available in pdf form, often used by the printers, who could be contacted to obtain 

them, if available. The present printer is Richard Hardiman. Miriam said how 

important she thought it was to collect together the older documents, to connect the 

past to the future of the Society. Deborah Jones suggested that an index should be 

compiled of the articles within the ‘Burney Letter’ and Trudie said she would make a 

start on compiling an index. It was pointed out that this was a considerable amount 

of work. 

  

- Trudie Messent mentioned that she has uploaded current events to the society 

website and hopes to update the society Facebook .  



 

 

Actions agreed: 

➢ Miriam Al Jamil will contact Helen Cooper and the Tredegars concerning past 

Society records and publications 

➢ Deborah Jones will check that there are sufficient Burney Society leaflets at the 

Jane Austen House, Bath and enquire about a link on their website 

➢ Trudie Messent will check that there are sufficient Burney Society leaflets at 

Chawton House Library and enquire about a link on their website.  

➢ Trudie will update website, including the consideration of additional information 

on members of the Burney family to add to the ‘Biographies’ page and relevant 

links to upload, such as www.archive.com 

➢ Trudie will start to compile a digital archive of Society records and publications, 

including an index of substantive articles.   

 

Miriam Al Jamil thanked those present at the AGM for a fascinating discussion and thanked 

everyone for their ideas.  

 

After a short break for refreshments Miriam introduced Daniel Waterfield who delivered his 

paper, “My brain is on fire!’ Religious toleration after the Gordon Riots in Burney’s Cecilia.’  

 

Deborah Jones thanked Daniel for a very interesting and thought-provoking talk before Miriam 

closed the AGM.  

 

 

Appendix 1. Advance information on 2019 Conference in Lincoln provided by Cassie Ulph  

 

Burney Society (UK) Conference, 30 July – 1 August, 2019 

Proposed venue: Bishop Grosseteste University, Lincoln, UK 

Location 

BGU’s Victorian campus is compact and accessible with lots of green space, and just a few 

minutes walk from Lincoln Cathedral, Castle and the old Roman city.  The University began its 

life as an Anglican teacher training college for women and retains its original buildings 

(including Old School House and Chapel). The institution became a public University in 2012. 

The School of Humanities at BGU includes of English, History, Theology, Archaelogy, Drama 

and includes a Burney Soc UK Committee member (Cassie Ulph) and has an ERASMUS+ link 

with the home institution of another committee member (Francesca Saggini, Uni. Tuscia).  

There are several specialists in 18th & 19th century literature and history in the department.  The 

Head of School, Dr Andrew Jackson, has emphasised his support for the conference, as has the 

Programme Leader for English (Dr Claudia Capancioni).  We can therefore be assured of a 

warm reception and support during the event.  The University has an online payment facility 

which we could use without cost, although if the reporting and admin system doesn’t suit our 

needs BG Lincoln Ltd (the events company based at the University) can set up and manage 

payment through eventbrite (at cost). 

http://www.archive.com/


The University has a combination of Victorian and modern buildings.  All rooms have AV 

facilities and we have a dedicated IT team. Accommodation in Wickham Hall is modern and 

ensuite with double beds, and of a high standard. A double occupancy B&B rate is available for 

those bringing partners. Individual nights can be booked, as well as two nights before/after the 

conference. BG Lincoln have suggested blocking out a set of ground floor rooms for delegates 

who may need level access. The proposed seminar room (Hardy Building) has level access and 

a hearing loop. 

BGU is easily accessible by road with ample parking. For those using public transport, it is in 

the uphill area of Lincoln which is served by an uphill-downhill bus link and direct local buses 

between the train station and the University. Taxis are available from the station (c. 5-10 minute 

journey). 

Lincoln is well-served by local rail links to main line services, as well as a daily direct service 

to/from London (to increase to 5 daily by 2019).  The station is currently being refurbished 

ahead of the increased East Coast Line service starting in 2019. The city is growing rapidly, 

with culture, tourism and trade in the historic centre & more modern quarter near the University 

of Lincoln flourishing. 

Proposed dates: 30 & 31 July (panels), 1 August (outing) 

The proposed dates (30 July-1 August) have been suggested both based on BGU Campus 

availability and other conferences taking place in the region.  The British Association for 

Romantic Studies conference takes place at the University of Nottingham on Thurs 25-Sun 28 

July.  Delegates attending BARS would therefore have time to travel from Nottingham to 

Lincoln on Sunday or Monday (direct, c. 1 hour) ahead of the conference starting on Tuesday 

morning. The conference has also been timed mid-week to avoid transport issues with Sunday 

services. 

The Outing (1 August): 

Lincoln itself has a rich history and obvious candidates for a group outing include Lincoln 

Castle or Cathedral, both accessible on foot.   

Lincoln Castle was voted ‘Britains Favourite Castle’ in 2017. It sits at the top of the aptly 

named Steep Hill (‘Britain’s greatest street 2012’) in the historic Bailgate area, but is 

(fortunately) a level walk from BGU.  The Castle is home of one of four copies of the Magna 

Carta (housed in its visitor centre) and The Charter of the Forest. The recently-restored 

Victorian Prison is the only remaining example of a ‘separate system’ prison in Britain.  

Guided or self-guided walks on the castle walls are available, and group tours on themes from 

the Magna Carta to Lincoln’s public hangings are available by arrangement. The grounds are 

free to enter; entrance is charged for walls, prison and Magna Carta (group bookings can be 

arranged). 

Lincoln Cathedral (at one point the tallest building in Europe) sits opposite the castle 

dominating the city’s skyline, and is a magnificent example of medieval gothic architecture. 

Notable features include beautiful Victorian glasswork, the tomb of Katherine Swinford 

(Duchess of Lancaster), and the Lincoln Imp! The Cathedral is home to the Wren Library, 



designed by Sir Christopher Wren to replace the crumbling Medieval chain library, of which 

half remains, and has been described as ‘the most beautiful room in England’. In the Wren and 

Medieval Libraries visitors can see a selection of rare and precious manuscripts and books on 

display, some dating back to the 10th century, and examine the intricate decor of a unique 

library room. Guided tours can be pre-booked. BGU has strong links with the Cathedral so more 

tailored tours could be arranged. Entrance fee applies. 

For a trip further afield, BGU has its own minibuses which could be booked for the conference, 

saving the cost of hire (these can also be used to transport those less able to walk to the Castle 

or Cathedral). There are a number of stately homes and sites of historic interest in Lincolnshire 

which would merit a visit, the finest of which is probably Doddington Hall. Just beyond the 

city limits, this is a beautiful Elizabethan hall with extensive grounds (and some fine 18th and 

19th century features). There is an impressive interior, beautiful formal gardens, estate walks and 

excellent catering facilities (restaurant, café and coffee shop).  Doddington Hall can be reached 

from BGU in roughly 15-20 minutes so a visit could be easily timed to return delegates to 

central Lincoln in time for afternoon travel. Entrance fee applies for the hall and formal gardens. 

Should delegates with to remain in Lincoln (and take advantage of the affordable 

accommodation at BGU) there are many opportunities for tourism, most of which are listed on 

the very comprehensive Visit Lincoln site (https://www.visitlincoln.com/about-lincoln/) 

Delegates wishing to stay off-campus will find themselves well-served by good-quality hotels 

and B&Bs in the uphill area within an easy walk of the campus, although the accommodation at 

BGU is comfortable and inexpensive so this should not be necessary. 

Performance 

BGU runs several Drama degrees and has a thriving Drama Society. The Programme Leader for 

Drama is enthusiastic about a possible performance as part of the conference. 

Proposed costings by BG Lincoln Ltd – all elements separately bookable. 

• Delegate Rate (2 Days at BGU): £100 – inclusive of daytime catering and a wine 

reception 

• Student Rate (2 Days at BGU): £60 – inclusive of daytime catering and a wine reception 

 

Conference dinner including wine to table: £37.50 

Accommodation (individual nights bookable) 

• Single occupancy B&B: £55 per night 

• Double occupancy B&B: £70 per night 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.visitlincoln.com/about-lincoln/

