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‘Only Connect’. I am appropriating E. M. Forster’s phrase from A Passage to India 

because although from the literature of a quite different century it has been strangely 

appropriate over the past year for developments in the Burney Society. ‘Only 

Connect’ has been the watchword for our new initiative, a newsletter planned to 

replace the Bulletin and to be sent to members three times a year. The second of 

these has just been posted and we hope you have all received a copy by email. We 

want to include Burney events, scholarship and publications, Burney family 

information and news to connect all those interested in and working on Burney. This 

is an ongoing plan which we hope will develop and reflect members’ suggestions 

and contributions too. 

We already have a vibrant connection with the North American Burney Society and 

exchange newsletters and ideas. But this year we hope to ‘only connect’ more fully 

with other UK literary societies as well. To this end, we have re-joined the Alliance of 

Literary Societies and will post in their publication, a forum which is a valuable way of 

communicating our activities and placing Burney among other great British writers, 

where she belongs! 

One of our natural literary partners is the Johnson Society of London, and we have 

several members who also attend Johnson meetings. In order to foster this 

connection, we are planning our 2018 Symposium at the Johnson House with the 

generous help of Celine, the curator there, and Johnson Society members are 

invited to share the day with us. We now have some flyers for this event, and we will 

finalise the programme and open booking in the new year. We hope the two 

Societies can meet at other events in the future, and emulate in some way the 

extensive networks which were at the heart of Burney’s social and cultural life. A 

second reason for organising a Symposium is that we want to highlight the 

scholarship within the Society’s committee, something not always apparent to 

members in the past. Even at Burney Society conferences, you will not usually hear 

them give papers, so hopefully we can remedy this next July. 

Our outing this year was a fascinating trip to the Regency Town House in Hove, and 

a full report is part of the newsletter, accompanied by a range of photos and prints. It 

is easy to forget that Burney lived during an extraordinary period of history and 

significant national events and into the first years of Victoria’s reign, so the Regency 

is as truly her era as the late eighteenth century. 

We have a smaller committee now following the standing down of Linda Bree as 

chair and Margaret Tarplee as committee member, and I would like to thank them for 

their valuable contributions to the Society. We have had Trudie Messent join us 

since last year and her experience and skills in IT are already proving invaluable for 

the Society and we are very pleased to welcome her! Though small, the committee is 

as enthusiastic and energetic as ever, and as committed to promoting Burney and 

sharing current scholarship in Burney Studies. So I would like to thank them all for 



their generous support throughout the year, in spite of having so many other calls on 

their time. Thanks are also due to members who came along to meet our Hester 

Davenport fellow at Chawton House Library, Jodi Wyett. She has promised to keep 

us informed about her work and contribute to the newsletter. Sadly, she will be the 

last of our fellows for a while, until Chawton is in a position to reinstitute the 

fellowships there. 

We do not have any major fund-raising projects now that previous ones are 

completed, and should focus our attention on the membership and on promoting 

Burney in different ways. Forster’s ‘only connect’ phrase reflected his belief in the 

necessity of sympathy and understanding between people as the only means of 

ensuring harmony in the future. Beyond my more prosaic use of the term, there is 

also an underlying wish to connect all Burney members. To do this I hope you will 

use the Burney email for example to let us know your ideas and thoughts. We hope 

to see you at future events and we are sure that the coming year will be a great one 

for connections of all kinds. 

 

 


