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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

2016 has been a busy and successful year for the UK Burney Society, with a special 
ceremony to celebrate the new plaque to Sarah Harriet Burney in June, and an excellent 
conference at Durham University in July.  We welcomed the nomination of a second visiting 
scholar to the Hester Davenport Memorial Fellowship at Chawton. A new and updated 
website was set up by Sophie Coulombeau, and it now reflects the lively and forward-looking 
nature of the society. We are pleased that Anne-Claire Michoux is editing the next issue of 
the Burney Bulletin, which will be circulated shortly to all paid-up members of the Society. 
 
The well-attended ceremony to unveil the replacement plaque to Sarah Harriet at St Swithin’s 
Church in Walcot in Bath took place on 11 June – as near a date as possible to the 
anniversary of Fanny Burney’s birthday on June 13th 1752. Grateful thanks are due to Cassie 
Ulph for her diligence in organising the plaque replacement and negotiating with the church 
and the stonemason, and very warm thanks too to the members and the North American 
Burney Society who supported the appeal for funds. The plaque was unveiled by Tony 
Davenport together with his daughter Imogen. Lorna Clark from Carleton University, who 
has made a 30-years study of Sarah Harriet and in 2012 made the serendipitous discovery of 
the wording on the original plaque, gave the address, ‘The Unveiling of the Plaque dedicated 
to Sarah Harriet Burney’. A second smaller plaque was dedicated to the late Hester 
Davenport, who was so enthusiastic about restoring the Burney plaques. 
 
We were pleased to support the Hester Davenport Memorial Fellowship at Chawton House 
Library for a second year, in conjunction with the North American Burney Society. The 
award holder is Jodi Wyett, whose research project focuses on Burney’s ‘Brief Reflections 
Relative to the Emigrant French Clergy’, with relation to The Wanderer.  We are delighted 
that the first holder of the Fellowship, Jeni Buckley, will be giving the lecture at the close of 
this AGM. 
 
Our conference in July, ‘Burney and Popular Entertainments: the business of pleasure in Late 
Georgian Britain’, was a resounding success, and built on the movement in Burney 
scholarship towards greater contextualization of her work. 34 members and speakers 
attended. We are grateful to Gillian Skinner for proposing Durham and St Chad’s College as 
a suitable venue; being so close to the magnificent Durham Cathedral was an added bonus. A 
huge vote of thanks to Cassie Ulph and Francesca Saggini for organising the conference and, 
with Gillian’s help, for putting together such an interesting and stimulating programme of 
papers, ranging from the dark side of the business of pleasure to its lighter moments, from 
music to accessories. The keynote address was given by Harriet Guest, Professor Emerita of 
Eighteenth-Century at the University of York. Our own entertainments included a rehearsed 
reading from Burney’s Love and Fashion, readings from The Witlings given by Karin Fernald 
after the conference dinner, and an outing to Gibside Pleasure Gardens, organised by Miriam 
Al Jamil.  
 
I would like to thank all members of the committee for their hard work and commitment 
particularly Deborah Jones, who took over from Cassie as Treasurer and Membership 
Secretary. Deborah also put together a very attractive new membership leaflet. We are saying 
goodbye to two longstanding committee members, Helen Cooper, who took on the role of 
Acting Chairman following Hester’s death, and Jill Webster, who has developed 



communication with members through regular mailings. Helen and Jill will both remain 
active members of the Society.  We are welcoming Anne-Claire as a full committee member, 
and would greatly welcome new members to join the committee.  Meetings are held twice a 
year, and take place in the delightful and appropriate surroundings of the parlour at Dr 
Johnson’s House in Gough Square. 
 
We have exciting plans for the future.  Next year’s Annual Meeting will be held in Brighton 
on Saturday 17 June; it will be one week later than Fanny’s birthday so that those attending 
can enjoy the special exhibition at Brighton Pavilion, Jane Austen and the Sea.  And our next 
conference is planned for early July 2018 at Chawton House, a perfect location. Miriam Al 
Jamil, who proposed both the visit to Brighton and the Chawton House conference, will give 
you more details of both these events. 
 
So it’s been a very active year for the UK Burney Society. The only sadness is a decline in 
our membership; if you can encourage more interested people to join, or to renew their 
membership, this will benefit us hugely. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

	


